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a successful mlssLon is to be realized. A
loose e4pansion rlng, a buret hose, lmpro-
perly lnstalled O-ring seals or a malfirnc-
tioning regulator most certainly spell the
fallure of a mission.

After the Ílrst flre suppression kit arrlved
at Kaman for testing, we put it through its
paces and then complled a list of complainta
on numerous small itemr that only through
handlrng and use were disclosed. As I look
back, the major ttgrowllr dealt prtmarily with
rubber O-rings used Erite extensively that
might fail and cause loss of air presaure. In
the ldtts present configuratlon the number of
these rings has been kept to a minimum and
I believe that no difficulty with them is en-
countered.

Wbile maintenance Ís the theme, letfs look
at thekita little closer. Wehaveanall-dacron
jacketed hose line 150 feet tn length. This
hose is folded dovm in a basket with one end
attached to the discharge outlet on the upper
portion of the foam Uquid tank, the otber ls

attaehed to the foam discharge nozzLe. I re-
commend that new hose be on hand for re-
placement when needed and that old hose be
used during trainlng missions. When the ldt
is readied for stand-by, try to keep new hose
in the basket. ïhe older hose should be
waehed and drted properly after use to pro-
long its life. Under certain tratning conditions
use regular doftle jacket llne from your
station supply-Ítts easier to wash in 50-
foot lengths a,nd you conserve the kit hose.

Atr in the hose line makes folding a pretty
difficult task, and you end up wtth line you
cantt get into the basket. We find the answer
to this is to stretch the line out full lengÊh
and flush lt out with water. Tbo men should
pick the hoee up midway and, each man hold-
tng the lfure high, walk in opposite directions
to the ends of the hose. By this method of
drainlng the line we have no air entering the
hose. Ihe female end is then attached to the
ldt; the male end ehould be folded and a hose
clamp or similar device applled to prevent
air from enterlng that end of the line. I find
this works well.

4

CRITICAL ADJUSTMENT of  these hex set  screws must be
done in base shops to avoid possib le mal funct ion at  the scene
of an incident .

ïhe pressure-reducing regulator mounted
on the kit a,bove and behind the hose basket
is a very important unit. Atop the regulator
are two hex t5rpe get screws; these are setting
adjustments and should not be touched. The
slightest movement of eitherscrew canrend-
er the unit uselees. Repalrs to this unit
should be done aceording to handbook specs
and are best accomplished in the base shops.

A low pressure relief valve is located on
top of the foam liqrid tank. It is protected
from the elements by a pla.stic cap. To pre-
vent weakening of the rupture disc inside the
valve, we have wiped the inside of this unit
with a light oil and replaeed the cap in an
effort to reduce corrosion which can attack
the alumlnum diec. Always keep the plastic
cap in place.

An item of major lmportanee ie the charg-
lng of the fiberglas pressure sphere. ïhe
original plan was to pressurize the spheres
with dry nitrogen to be certain that moisture
would not be introduced Ínto the regulator.
Any moisture present could freeze in the re-
gulator and cauee it to malfunctiou. Realizing
that compressed dry air ls available on all
baseg lt was decided to utÍ112e this. When
tbespheres arerecharged you should be cer-
tain that the dehydrating air fllters on the,
compressor ha:ve been changed according to
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PERSONNEL FROM MARINE AIR GROUP-36, Camp Pendleton,  cal i Í . ,  who recent ly  completed a t rarning course at

The Kaman Aircraf t  Corporat íon are,  lef t  to r ight ,  Cpls.  E-4 J.  Monahan and J.  Szobocson, Pfc.  R.  M. Hockenbury,

ls t  Lt .  R.  B.  Lassi ter ,  Sgt .  E-5 J.  H.  Garbr ick,  1st  Lts.  W. D. Merr is  and R- E.  Usher,  Capt.  R.  G. Mi l ler .  and L/Cpl .

G. F.  Aust in.  KAC Instructor  was Raymond A- Vokes.

during freezing weather with the blanket in
place.

The operati.on of the heater itself is well
described by aninstruction plate onthe trail-
erts side. Follow these instructions and no
problems should arise as to the burnerrs
operation. It should be mentioned that the
burnerts fuel tank should be kept full at all
times to prevent condensation.

The airborne fire suppression unlt has al-
ready been used several times during actual
emergencies and certainly proven its place
in the USAF inventory. Take the time nec-
essary to be certain that your airbotne fire
suppïession kits get proper maÍntenance Éto
that, should your teambe caIled, yourespond
with a unit that will function properly and
without delay. Delay or malfunction of the
operation of your unit can certainly not be
corrected at the scene of an emergency. Your
loow-how back at the crash station is as im-
portant as the aÍrborne fire suppression kit
itselJ-and it can save a life. K

Airborne Fire Suppression Kit

you exercise extreme care when working in

the vicinity of the compressed air sphere.
Although shatterproof, the tank can e><plode
when charged, if penetrated by a sharp ob-
ject. ïhe sphere should never be rigidly re-

strained since its size varieg slightly with

temperature and pressure changes.

lbe gecond major part of your equipment
Ís the USAF Type MB-l trailer chassis
equipped with a platform for the storage and

fusndting of the airborne fire suppression unit.

Tie-down straps are provided Íor securing
the unit to the trailer. firese must be used
only during ground handling of the kÍt; be
certain that the kit is not secured during

standby. Ibis trailer has a heatingunit which
is combined with an insulating blanket to
prevent the unit from freezing when e:qposed
to sub-zero temperatures. The insulating
blanket should be secured to the unit by the
provided D-rings and clips when it is neces-
sary to operate the burner. Be certain that
the snap flaps are properly located when the
kit is covered. The unit may be airlifted
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